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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17, 20-21 and 24-26 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7-17, 20-21 and 24-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mazaki US 5491001 and further in view of Kawabata JP 2001- 
093827. 

Regarding claims 1, 5, 20 and 24, Mazaki teaches an optical film comprising: 
an optical compensation layer showing refractive index anisotropy satisfying a 
relationship nx2 = ny2 > nz2 (see column 31 lines 15-20) nO corresponds to the index of 
refraction in the z direction and N references the index of refraction in the X and Y 
directions Mazaki also teaches this laminated on a base material film with an isotropic 
property (see column 26 lines 30-32). Therefore the absolute differences between 
indices of refraction in (X and Y), (X and Z) and (Y and Z) will be zero which is less than 
.0003. The references fails to teach a base material film comprises a thermoplastic 
resin with a substituted or nonsubstituted image group on a side chain (A) and a 
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thermoplastic resin with a substituted or nonsubstituted phenyl group and a nitrile group 
on a side chain (B) however Kawabata discloses a thermoplastic resin with a 
substituted or nonsubstituted image group on a side chain (A) and a thermoplastic resin 
with a substituted or nonsubstituted phenyl group and a nitrile group on a side chain (B) 
that has benefits of extremely small phase difference between film surface direction and 
thickness direction (isotropic) and having a moisture vapor permeation rate suited for a 
protective film (see abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to use a 
thermoplastic resin according to Kawabata as it is suited for protection due to a low 
moisture vapor permeation rate and has an extremely small phase difference in 
between surface direction and thickness direction. 

Regarding claims 3 -4 and 7-8, the reference teaches the optical compensation 
laye made of cholesteric liquid crystal, an organic material (see column 3 lines 53-67). 

Regarding claim 9-10 and 15, the reference shows a polarizer laminated on 
either side of a compensator (see fig. 4a- 4e elements 1 and 4) therefore at least one 
must be formed / coated on the base side. 

Regarding claim 11, the reference teaches the compensator for liquid crystal 
display (see title and abstract). 

Regarding claims 12-14 and 16, the reference teaches the optical 
compensation layer is coated on and formed directly on the base material film side (see 
column 26 lines 25-35). 

Regarding claims 17 and 21, the reference teaches polymethyl methacrylate as 
the base material film, which is an acrylic based resin (column 26 line 33). 
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Regarding claims 25-26, although the reference teaches the 
compensator/polarized combination used disposed in a TN mode LCD however a VA 
mode LCD shares all the elements of a TN mode LCD including polarizer and 
compensator. Furthermore Mazaki discloses the compesator/polarizer combination has 
little intra-plane refractive anisotropy and can be used to reduce viewing angle 
dependency of the display therefore and also combined with pretilt (see column 29 lines 
5-20) therefore, it would have been obvious to use the polarizer according to Mazaki in 
a VA mode display to gain these benefits. 

Claims 2 and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mazaki in view of Kawabata. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Mazaki teaches all the limitations of claims 2 and 6 
except a film thickness of 10 micrometers or less. The reference teaches film 
thicknesses of .4 to 40 microns (see column 28 lines 23-25). However, the MPEP 
2144.05 states "in the case where claimed ranges 'overlap or lie' inside ranges 
disclosed by the prior art' a prima facie case of obviousness exists." Therefore the 
claimed ranges are obvious over that of the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu Vu whose telephone number is (571)-272-1562. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-5PM M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on (571)-272-1787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Phu Vu 
Examiner 
AU 2871 



